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Your comments are welcome. 728-5555 or e-mail: wfflynnjr@juno.com                       Editor: Bill Flynn 

Wiley Center Persistence Pays Off:

Governor Carcieri Steps In, Helps Restore Heat and Electricity to Shut Off Families: Responding to requests from constituents of the Wiley Center and other advocacy groups, on November 18 Governor Don Carcieri agreed to provide funding to help low-income families whose heat and electricity was shut off. He pledged $35,000 from his contingency fund to restore electricity and gas for over 230 low-income households with large back bills. Philanthropist Alan Shawn Feinstein also responded generously by pledging $5,000 to this cause and The Fund for Community Progress will make a contribution. 

P.U.C. Failed to Act: The Wiley Center launched this campaign as an emergency measure to help over 400 families without heat or electricity as temperatures dipped below freezing. It became necessary after the Rhode Island Public Utilities Commission (PUC) on September 5 refused to approve an Affordable Energy Plan that was developed by the Wiley Center and other groups during the past 19 months. That plan would have provided a permanent solution to this growing problem. After vetoing the Affordable Energy Plan, the PUC then refused a Wiley Center request for an emergency order to reduce payment amounts required to restore service to shut off households.

(See related article on page 3).     

Campaign Wins Strong South Kingstown Affordable Housing Plan: On October 14 the South Kingstown Town Council approved an affordable housing plan marking a giant step in moving the town toward increasing its supply of affordable housing. Thanks to a vigorous campaign of phone calls and letters from local members of the Wiley Center’s Campaign to Eliminate Childhood Poverty, the town’s final plan spells out specific steps and milestones toward building 700 affordable housing units in the next ten years. These steps include: (1) formation of a 5-member affordable housing collaborative board to advise the town government on affordable housing; within one year this group would form the nucleus of an independent South Kingstown Affordable Housing Trust Fund, which would serve as a repository for grants, fees, land donations, and other resources to subsidize affordable housing; (2) passage of a mandatory inclusionary zoning ordinance within one year; (3) greater flexibility on lot size and density restrictions for affordable housing developments; (4) merge aspects of the study into the town’s comprehensive plan within six months. Inclusionary zoning was the most important component---it’s a powerful tool requiring all developers of ten or more home ownership 

(South Kingstown Housing continued on page 2) 

Inside: ( Campaign Demands that Stop & Shop Promote Food Stamps  ( Seeking Sanctuaries for Freezing Families  ( Fundraiser Really Swings  ( P.U.C. Drops the Ball  ( Dates to Remember  ( Woonsocket School Committee Nixes Universal Free Breakfast in Woonsocket
(South Kingstown Housing continued from page 1) 

or rental units to include at least 20% affordable units in return for a “density bonus.” Reportedly some local developers had been pressuring the Town Council behind the scenes to not adopt such an ordinance. 

Organizing a Local Campaign Made the Difference: Many members of the South County Chapter of the Wiley Center’s R.I. Campaign to Eliminate Childhood Poverty live in South Kingstown. In 2002 Wiley Center Board Member URI Professor Bernice Lott and two interns conducted a needs assessment survey of low-income South County residents. Asked to prioritize their greatest needs, 93% selected affordable housing as their most pressing need. Following up on these results, the South County Chapter, led by area resident and former CAP director John Glasheen, began to act. They formed a local Coalition for Affordable Housing in South Kingstown. Coalition meetings attracted numbers of residents affected in various ways by the problem: people unable to buy a first home, employers losing workers due to high local rents, transitional housing residents unable to find affordable rental units.

A Plan, but No Action: Members learned that the South Kingstown Town Council in 2001 had commissioned a consultant to develop a comprehensive affordable housing plan for the town. That plan was completed by early 2002. It offered a detailed blueprint for the town to reach a goal of 10% affordable housing in ten years. However, the Town Council and Planning Board were moving at a snail’s pace in reviewing and adopting the plan. At a joint work session on the plan, members of the Council and Planning Board did a lot of hand wringing about the plan’s complexities and the possibility that “some people in town won’t like it.” The Coalition’s members decided to organize a movement to demand adoption of the plan.. 

Pressuring the Town Council: Twenty-three members established an extensive phone tree to generate phone calls and one-on-one meetings with each Town Council member. Megan Burke wrote a strong op-ed piece published in a local weekly. Coalition members Carole Costanza, John Glasheen, and Taylor Ellis were some of the strong advocates for affordable housing heard at Town Council and Planning Board meetings.  Wiley Center Organizer Bill Flynn and videographer Vince Johnson of URI produced a video of testimony from local residents affected by the crisis. Now the Coalition will be the watchdog to make sure that the town follows through on the affordable housing plan’s provisions. 
If any group would like to host the showing of a 25-minute video on affordable housing followed by a discussion, please contact Bill Flynn at the Wiley Center 728-5555.

P.U.C. says 6,000 households shut off “not an emergency” 

Struggle for Affordable Energy Continues: During the summer and early fall the R.I. Public Utilities Commission (PUC) held five public hearings on an Affordable Energy Plan proposed by the Wiley Center, ACORN and other groups. The Wiley Center and ACORN organized and turned out over 400 people, nearly all of them strongly supporting the Plan. Many low-income customers presented heartbreaking personal testimony about their hardships in struggling to pay soaring energy bills and avoid shutoffs. Despite this powerful demonstration of public concern, as well as many letters supporting the Plan from unions and social service agencies, the PUC’s three members unanimously rejected the Affordable Energy Plan and sent it “back to the drawing board”. Because the Commissioners didn’t take a formal vote, the docket in the case is still open, allowing the PUC to consider another plan or reconsider this one. 

The proposed Plan would have accomplished several goals: (a) Ensure participating low-income consumers would not pay more than 7% of their incomes for gas and electric energy; (b) Gradually “forgive” participants’ back bills over three years, provided that they remained current on their monthly payments; and (c) Reduce the shutoffs of low-income customers. Funding would have come from three sources: federal LIHEAP (Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program) funds, existing low-income subsidies from energy companies, and a one percent surcharge on all gas and electric customers. 

Funding was the Sticking Point: The PUC was adamantly opposed to a customer surcharge. PUC Chairman Elia Germani called it “a tax…we don’t have the power to tax to benefit low-income people.”

Commissioner Kate Racine called it “discriminatory.” However, the PUC offered no realistic alternatives to a surcharge. It called for “voluntary donations” by customers, conveniently overlooking the fact that such a program already exists. Known as the Good Neighbor Energy Fund, it collects donations from utility customers and corporate donors. The energy companies add $1 for each $2 contributed. Good Neighbor Fund raised only $500,000 in its best year, while the Affordable Energy Plan required a subsidy of at least $10 million per year. Furthermore Good Neighbor only helps customers who are over income for LIHEAP funds. 

A Hostile Reception: The PUC’s final two days of hearings was marked by the PUC Commissioners’ blatant hostility to the Plan. In a startling departure from PUC procedures, they often rudely interrupted and badgered the Wiley Center’s expert witness, John Howat of the National Consumer Law Center. Clearly the Commissioners no longer had an open mind as they listened to his testimony.  (Normally, expert witnesses are allowed to testify via questioning by their client’s lawyer, and then the PUC and other parties’ attorneys conduct a sort of cross-examination.) Afterwards, the PUC’s own lawyer privately apologized for the Commissioners’ behavior. Howat, who has testified before many state utilities commissions, said he had never been treated so rudely elsewhere. 

Not Paying Attention: Commissioner Robert Holbrook, recently appointed by Governor Carcieri, didn’t seem to be paying close attention to Howat’s testimony. Howat explained several times in some detail that the Plan included a conservation incentive whereby Plan participants who increased their energy usage would have to pay full price for the increase instead of the subsidized rate. Later, in explaining his negative vote, Holbrook explained that he wanted the plan modified to have incentives for participants to conserve energy. 

Next Step May be Legislation: The Wiley Center and its allies in this campaign are considering introduction of legislation that would give the PUC clear authority to implement an affordable energy plan funded by a customer surcharge. As Henry Shelton said, “this problem won’t go away, and neither will we.”  

Statistic of the Week: 21,432 are the number of R.I. gas and electric customer households whose service was shut off this year due to back bills. This was a 73% increase over 2002. As of October 31, over 6,000 were still shut off. (Source: R.I. Public Utilities commission.) 

Shaw’s Runs Ad

Campaign Focuses on Stop and Shop for Food Stamp Ad: For over a year the R.I. Campaign to Eliminate Childhood Poverty has been urging local supermarket chains to include messages promoting food stamps in their weekly newspaper advertising circulars. Research has shown that many eligible households don’t apply for food stamps because they believe they don’t qualify. Since the spring members of local Campaign Chapters have distributed leaflets and met with managers at local Shaw’s and Stop and Shop markets. On July 24 Shaw’s ran a large, 1/5 page informational ad that urged customers to “learn if you qualify for this nutritionally important benefit”. Shaw’s further agreed to run the ad in the future as space permits. 

Stop and Shop Asked to Match Shaw’s: Following the Shaw’s victory, Campaign members shifted their focus to Stop and Shop. Informational fliering continued at several stores. The fliers prominently featured a copy of the Shaw’s ad, which got the stores’ managers attention. Most were very supportive and agreed to contact Stop & Shop’s corporate office. On Saturday, November 8, the Campaign held a coordinated hour of leafletting at six Stop & Shop stores in Greenville, North Smithfield, Narragansett, Providence, Warwick and Cumberland. Campaign members participating were Cathy Collette, Steve Graham, Bob Chiappinelli, Beverly Laprade, Bob Sumner-Mack, Don Larsen, Darlene Magaw, Gil Perez, Barbara Monahan, Bill Flynn and Henry Shelton. Stop and Shop customers were asked to call their store manager and Stop and Shop’s corporate communications director and urge them to run the ads. As a result Stop and Shop has requested a meeting to discuss the issue. 

MAZON Renews Grant to Wiley Center: The Wiley Center was recently notified that it had received a third year of grant support from MAZON-A Jewish Response to Hunger. MAZON is a national Jewish philanthropy that is funded by donations from bar mitzvahs, bat mitzvahs and weddings in the Jewish community. Receiving a third year of funding at the $10,000 level in a highly competitive national process reflects national recognition of the Wiley Center’s community organizing to eliminate hunger. MAZON is noteworthy in that it supports anti-hunger activism and community organizing rather than hunger direct assistance such as soup kitchens. 

Fund for Community Progress Campaign Under Way:

The Fund for Community Progress is a coalition of 28 grass-roots organizations that raises funds for its member agencies through workplace giving. The George Wiley Center was one of the Fund’s founding agencies. Besides helping fund the Wiley Center, the Fund also supports many of our allies who are organizing for change, including ACORN, Coalition for Consumer Justice, Gray Panthers, Daycare Justice Co-Op, Childhood Lead Action Project, and R.I. Parents for Progress. It also supports 6 agencies engaged in building affordable housing.

WE URGE ALL OF OUR READERS TO SUPPORT THE FUND WHERE YOU WORK. IF IT’S NOT THERE, PLEASE CALL THE WILEY CENTER IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO HELP BRING THE FUND TO YOUR WORKPLACE. 

Please Save these Dates and Join Us:

December 11-14, 19-21: Foundry Artists Holiday Sale at the Pawtucket Armory Building, 172 Exchange St., Pawtucket.  All proceeds of silent auction will benefit the George Wiley Center.

**Saturday, February 7, 2004**: Annual Action Conference of the R.I. Campaign to Eliminate Childhood Poverty, 8:30 AM to 3:30 PM at the R.I. Convention Center. 
R.I. Campaign to Eliminate Childhood Poverty News

( Northern RI Chapter Request for Universal Free Breakfast turned down by Woonsocket School Committee: At its November 19 meeting the Woonsocket School Committee voted 5-0 to deny our Chapter’s request to offer universal free breakfast at its three lowest-income elementary schools. Debate was uninformed, as the loudest member claimed to have “inside information” from Pawtucket’s experience with universal free breakfast that indicated it would be very costly. The Chapter will have a second chance in January before a newly elected School Committee in January that will have four out of five new members. 

( DHS Continues Half-hearted Efforts at new Satellite Offices in East Bay area: The East Bay Chapter remains frustrated by the R.I. Department of Human Services’ (DHS) slipshod implementation of two satellite offices in the area following the closing of its East Providence Office on June 26. Signage was still missing, and only one person was staffing the offices. A meeting with Associate DHS Director Ed Sneesby produced no clear commitment to improving the situation. As an East Bay member commented earlier,  “This looks like it’s been set up to fail.” 

( Sanctuaries Being Sought for Homeless and Those without Heat: On September 11, following the P.U.C.’s refusal to enact an affordable energy plan, the Campaign challenged Lt. Governor Charles Fogarty. We asked him, as chair of the State Emergency Management Council, to ask every city and town to identify “sanctuary” space to provide shelter for people without heat or homeless for other reasons.  When no action was forthcoming, members of the Blackstone Valley Chapter of the Campaign visited Pawtucket Mayor James Doyle and East Providence Mayor Rolland Grant to ask them to take action in their cities. Mayor Grant promised his full cooperation, and has indicated a building may be identified by the end of November. Mayor Doyle reports his staff is looking, but hasn’t found a building. We urge concerned people to contact their chief elected official or manager and ask him or her to work on a sanctuary.   
Donated Car Needed: Our “company car”, a donated ’92 Mercury, has

[image: image1.wmf]expired after 138,000 miles. We are seeking the donation of a replacement, which would of course be a tax deduction at the book retail value of the car. We’d like one with an automatic transmission and that gets decent mileage. HELP!

Please contact Bill Flynn at the Wiley Center 728-5555 if you are interested. 

Wiley Fall Fundraiser really Swings: Two hundred friends of the Wiley Center enjoyed a very lively evening of music, dancing and a silent auction on October 15 at the Crowne Plaza in Warwick. The S.O.S. Big Band, which donated their time, provided 3 dazzling sets of swing music. The early evening was punctuated by the buzz from the Red Sox’ playoff game, as reports of their come from behind victory filtered through the room. Providence Mayor David Cicilline was an honored guest and enthusiastic bidder. 

We are particularly grateful to this years event’s corporate sponsors: 

   Citizens Bank (  Narragansett Electric (  BankRI ( Cavanagh Company 

                                 Yesser, Glasson & Dineen

We are also grateful to the 50 donors on the event’s Honorary Committee and to the many people who donated auction items. 

R.I. Campaign to Eliminate Childhood Poverty

                       SCHEDULE OF UPCOMING CHAPTER MEETINGS 

Northern RI Chapter
Tuesday, December 9  @ 6:30 PM
Family Resources/Community Action 240 Main St. Woonsocket

Blackstone Valley Chapter
Thursday, December 11 @ 6:30 PM
George Wiley Center, 32 East Ave., Pawtucket

South County Chapter
To be announced. See website.
Peace Dale Congregational Church, 261 Columbia St., Peace Dale

Central Chapter
Monday, November 24, @7:00 PM
J.O.N.A.H., 830 Oakland Beach Ave., Warwick

Providence Chapter
To be announced. See website.
DaVinci Center, 470 Charles Street, Providence

Aquidneck Chapter
Friday, December 5 @ 1:00 PM 
Florence Gray Center, 1 York St., Newport

East Bay Chapter
Tuesday, December 2 @ 7:00 PM 
St. Martha’s Church, 2595 Pawtucket Avenue, East Providence

For the most current information on meetings, please visit our Website “www.georgewileycenter.org”.
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