THIS WEEK at the George Wiley Center
& The Rhode Island Campaign to Eliminate Childhood Poverty  

Issue LV


       



                              August 2, 2002

A Newsletter for Friends and Supporters of the George Wiley Center & the R.I. Campaign to Eliminate Childhood Poverty. Your comments are welcome. 728-5555                      Editor: Bill Flynn
Three Hundred Pack Wiley Candidates Forum 

A large crowd of activists and other citizens concerned about poverty issues filled the Cathedral of St. John Auditorium on Tuesday, June 11 for a Governors Candidates Forum on poverty issues. The Wiley Center’s R.I. Campaign to Eliminate Childhood Poverty organized the event, co-sponsored by eleven other organizing and advocacy groups. Four of the five candidates attended:  Sheldon Whitehouse, Tony Pires, Don Carcieri and Jim Bennett. Both candidates and news media were amazed at the turnout, by far the largest at any such Rhode Island forum this year. It sent a powerful message to the candidates and public that poverty issues do matter. As one television commentator put it, “these groups could make a difference in this election.” 

Candidates Discussed the Issues Most of the Time: The Forum focused intentionally on three topics: lack of affordable housing, energy equity for low and moderate-income consumers, and income/economic development policies. The Wiley Center sent position papers on each topic to each candidate, and they were asked to respond to each paper, and then to describe their top priority initiative to address each issue. Audience members posed six follow-up questions to all four candidates. Some of the candidates’ answers were not highly responsive or specific, but overall the audience came away with a clearer understanding of differences as well as similarities among the candidates on these important issues. Moderator Tony Maione, Executive Director of the National Conference for Community and Justice, kept things focused. The candidates’ responses are summarized on page 2 in a box following this article. 

(See Candidates Forum continued on page 2)

Wiley Center Organizes Youth, Wins Summer Jobs For the second year in a row, the Wiley Center organized Pawtucket area low-income teenagers and local citizens and won summer jobs for 14 and 15- year old teens. In 2001 Congress cancelled the federal Summer Youth Employment Program, that for many years provided over 1,000 summer jobs for Rhode Island low-income teens. The result was a huge gap in summer jobs for younger teens aged 14-15 who can’t get many private sector jobs due to insurance regulations. 

Wiley Summer Jobs Campaign Targets Pols, Government and Private Sector: Last summer and again this year the Wiley Center has organized teenagers and their parents to demand that Governor Almond, local Mayors and private sector employers help fill this gap. We pointed to the Boston model, where a joint state-city-private sector partnership now funds over 5,000 summer teen jobs. Last summer the state’s Human Resources Investment Council (HRIC) provided $250K to target funds to provide 50 summer jobs in each of the five core cities—Providence, Woonsocket, Pawtucket, Central Falls and Newport. HRIC didn’t renew the program this year, blaming state budget cuts. 

 (See Summer Jobs continued on page 4).
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(Candidates Forum continued from page 1)

Organizing Effort, Coalition Made the Difference: John Glasheen, a member of the R.I. Campaign to Eliminate Childhood Poverty’s South County Chapter, worked many, many hours as pro bono organizer of the Forum. John’s prior experience as a congressional campaign manager and state presidential primary coordinator proved invaluable. He coordinated relationships with the candidates, and coordinated turnout efforts by the eleven co-sponsoring groups and the Campaign to Eliminate Childhood Poverty’s Chapters. East Bay Chapter Member Pat Tabella also provided technical assistance and mobilized a large turnout from her Chapter. 

Also vital to the event’s success was the work of the eleven groups co-sponsored the Forum: R.I. Parents for Progress, R.I. Jobs with Justice, Daycare Justice Co-op, R.I. Community Food Bank, The Housing Network, Statewide Housing Action Coalition (SHAC), ACORN, Coalition for Consumer Justice, People to End Homelessness, Providence-Pawtucket Head Start, and the R.I. Coalition for the Homeless. All pledged to bring at least ten people, and many brought more than that. Daycare Justice Co-op provided translation equipment, and Chas Walker(Daycare Justice), Luis Peralta(Progreso Latino), and Liz Lebron(Food Bank) did simultaneous translation in Spanish. 
Summary of Gubernatorial Candidates Positions: 

	ISSUE (
CANDIDATE(
	Income/ Economic Development
	Lack of Affordable

Housing
	Energy Equity for Low/Moderate 

Income Families 

	Sheldon Whitehouse
	More $ for adult literacy, more focus that state colleges prepare students for existing jobs; won’t cut RIte Care; need reforms to cut rising health care costs; would consider refundable EITC. 
	RI’s support of affordable housing inadequate compared to MA and CT. Safe, affordable housing will be a priority. Will do more to ensure existing housing and neighborhoods are safe.
	Strengthen state’s consumer advocacy vs. utilities on rate increases; will appoint strong people to Public Utilities Commission; Supports liberalizing shutoff and moratorium rules. 

	Tony Pires
	Priority is improving public education at all levels to lift people out of poverty; supports tax credits for neighborhood investment; opposes raising regressive taxes on working poor; opposes refundable EITC.
	Supports goal of constructing 1,000 new units for next 10 years; should set up a housing trust fund to build on $5m commitment.
	Supports $100 weatherization

grants. Need to be creative with energy funding. Would support stronger state representation of consumer interests before PUC

	Don Carcieri
	Supports programs to build strong families. Vibrant economy creates jobs, lifts people out of poverty; RI taxes are too high; can run state on less $; continue school assessment & improvement effort. Opposes refundable EITC.
	Need to encourage 1st time homeowners; must address problem of college student housing raising rents.   
	Supports keeping $100 weatherization grant for welfare families; can’t provide state $ for energy assistance due to budget crunch. 

	Jim 

Bennett
	Need strong school systems; improve adult education; state has economic assets, need to use them better to grow existing businesses; improve job training. Opposes refundable EITC.
	Supports individual development accounts to enable poor to save for down payments; also supports tax incentives for affordable housing. 
	Need more efficient use of existing energy; supports incentives for utilities to encourage customers to conserve energy. 


FORUM ON TELEVISION: Portions of the Forum will be televised on “RI Soapbox” at 8 PM every Wednesday night in August on Cable Channel 18 in Providence, North Providence and Kent County. Our thanks to RI Soapbox producer Libby Schiller. 

Wiley Center Runs Two Cranston Summer Feeding Sites: For several years the Wiley Center has been urging the City of Cranston to expand its federally-funded summer feeding program beyond its summer day camp sites, to so-called “open sites” at high-poverty schools that can serve any children who show up. Despite repeated requests by the Wiley Center and some local citizens, it became clear that Cranston wasn’t going to offer any “open site” summer feeding opportunities. 

Wiley Center Steps Forward with Help: Refusing to give up, Wiley Center Coordinator Henry Shelton contacted Cranston City Councilwoman Ellen O’Hara and School Committee Member Steve Stycos. They worked with him to directly approach Mayor John O’Leary with a plan. Cranston-based philanthropist Alan Shawn Feinstein agreed to provide $500 funding for supervision at two open summer food sites. These were to be offered at Edgewood Highlands and Gladstone schools in two of Cranston’s lowest income neighborhoods. The city also agreed to feed children at the Cranston Senior Citizens Center. An arrangement was made with the Pawtucket Boys & Girls Club to provide the daily lunches via its catering service. The Wiley Center agreed to recruit and hire people to supervise the Edgewood Highlands and Gladstone sites. 

Feeding the Kids: Both sites opened on July 15, and have been feeding, on average, 55 children per day. The site at the Cranston Senior Center has only been attracting a few children per day. Next year the Cranston School Department is expected to supervise these and perhaps other open sites. The Wiley Center appreciates the work of Dawn Miller and Nancy Dais who distribute the lunches to the children at Gladstone and Edgewood Highlands despite this summer’s heat wave. 
. 

Kids enjoy peaches from the Wiley Center’s summer feeding site at Cranston’s Gladstone School. 

(Summer Jobs continued from page 1)

Targeting Pawtucket and Private Sector Jobs: Following an organizing meeting of forty 14-15 year olds, the Wiley Center youth group met with Pawtucket’s Mayor James Doyle. The Mayor promised 32 part-time city jobs, and also promised to send letters to all Pawtucket businesses asking them to hire teens. Only two businesspersons showed up at a City Hall meeting on this issue. The Wiley Center asked the Northern RI Chamber of Commerce to help provide private sector youth jobs or to encourage its members to fund jobs at nonprofit agencies. Both the Mayor Doyle and the Northern RI Chamber of Commerce have pledged to work with the Wiley Center to provide jobs for teenagers next summer. 

Congressman Kennedy Comes Through: Last year all four of Rhode Island’s Congressional Delegation were asked to help fund summer jobs, but despite meetings legislators’ staff, the organized youth weren’t able to win support. This year, however, after local youth and Wiley leaders Beverly Laprade and Maggi Burns-Rogers held a lively meeting with Congressman Patrick Kennedy, he agreed to provide funds for 4 summer youth jobs, and also agreed to hire 3 youth to work for his re-election campaign in the fall. Similar requests were sent to Senators Reed and Chafee and Congressman Langevin, but none have agreed to help so far. Requests were also sent to all Congressional and gubernatorial candidates, but none have matched Kennedy’s commitment. All candidates for Governor were also challenged but haven’t responded. 

QUOTE OF THE WEEK: “They {the 2002 Legislature} can give $14 million to the kennel owners, but there’s not enough money for affordable housing.”  Jim Bennett, gubernatorial candidate speaking at the Wiley Center’s Candidates’ Forum on Poverty Issues. Source: Providence Journal, June 12, 2002 p. B-1  
R.I. Campaign to Eliminate Childhood Poverty News

SCHEDULE OF UPCOMING CAMPAIGN CHAPTER MEETINGS 

	Northern RI Chapter
	Tuesday, September 10,  @ 6:30 PM
	Family Resources/Community Action

245 Main Street, Woonsocket

	Providence Chapter
	Wednesday, September 11,  @ 6:30 PM
	DaVinci Center, 470 Charles St., Providence 

	Blackstone Valley Chapter
	Thursday, September 19  @ 6:30 PM
	George Wiley Center, 32 East Ave., Pawtucket

	Central Chapter (West Warwick) Barbecue & Chapter Meeting
	Saturday, August 17 

@ 11:30 AM
	879 Main St. West Warwick

(call 728-5555 for directions)

	South County Chapter
	Thursday, September 19 

@ 7:00 PM 
	Peace Dale Congregational Church, 261 Columbia St., Peace Dale

	Central Chapter (Warwick)
	Monday, August 26

@ 7:00 PM
	J.O.N.A.H., 830 Oakland Beach Ave., Warwick

	East Bay Chapter
	Tuesday, September 24 

 @ 7:00 PM
	St. Martha’s Church, 2595 Pawtucket Avenue, East Providence


For the most current information on Chapter meetings and other Wiley Center events,

please visit our website “www.georgewileycenter.org”.

 Remembering Sister Judy and Sister Barbara The George Wiley Center offers its sincerest thanks for the lives of two Sisters of Mercy, Sister Judy Soares and Sister Barbara McMichael, both of whom recently passed away. They were true giants of compassion and love for the thousands of children and families who benefited from their generosity and commitment to service and social justice. 

Sister Judy Soares’s leadership at Amos House for many years on behalf of the homeless, particularly homeless women, set a wonderful tone of caring for God’s homeless sisters and brothers.  She also contributed much in her years of service on the boards of the Fund for Community Progress, RI Coalition for the Homeless, and the George Wiley Center. Her sense of humor offered a glimmer of hope for us all when the odds were so stacked against many of the people she served. 
Sister Barbara McMichael built Providence-Pawtucket Head Start over many, many years into one of the most successful Head Start Programs anywhere. She organized Head Start parents into a potent political force that fought for and won more centers in both Providence and Pawtucket. At one of the recent R.I. Campaign to Eliminate Childhood Poverty Conferences, we thanked her for Providence-Pawtucket Head Start parents’ participation in our actions at the State House. “We’ve got to more of that, much more!” she replied. 

In finding a memorable tribute to these wonderful women, we urge the new Governor and legislative leaders to establish a permanent pledge of $10 million per year in their memories for affordable housing. 

Wiley Center Supports Green Energy 
Imagine an energy company that is working to keep energy affordable, instead of looking out for its investors’ profits.  Imagine an energy company that is working to promote the use of safe, clean sources of energy like wind power, instead of fighting environmental regulations.  This company is no longer just in our dreams— Rhode Island now has People's Power & Light!

People's Power & Light (PPL) is Rhode Island’s not-for-profit energy company, founded by grassroots activists from the state’s environmental, health and consumer advocacy communities.  People's Power & Light’s mission is to reduce the economic and environmental impacts energy has on our state by ensuring that our energy is affordable, sustainable, and clean.  In addition to providing actual energy services, by forming a non-profit, community controlled energy company governed by co-operative principles, People's Power & Light will also be empowering small energy consumers in Rhode Island.  

Renewable Energy Credits are PPL’s first product.  These Credits are a way for people to make use of electricity generated from renewable sources like wind-power, small hydro-power facilities, and gas normally simply vented by landfills.  In addition to purchasing electricity from your usual electric company, people who want to support renewable energy purchase credits in proportion to the amount of electricity that they use.  Proceeds from the Credits go to the renewable energy facilities, so that can stay in operation and have an incentive to build new plants.  Renewable Energy Credits offer a way to offset your current electricity sources, like coal and nuclear, with cleaner, safer sources, like wind and small hydro-power. 

Thanks to an anonymous benefactor, the George Wiley Center will be the first organization to make use of Renewable Energy Credits, making the Wiley Center the first organization in the state’s history to be powered entirely by environmentally friendly electricity. In the future, People's Power & Light will be forming a buyer’s group for heating oil, so that small energy consumers can get better deals in the heating oil market. For more information, please visit www.ripower.org or call 861-6111.

CONGRATULATIONS Winning important social change is a marathon race, not a sprint or even a 5K . It took eight years for us to win school breakfast in all schools. Sometimes our friends and funders don’t understand this. Today we celebrate and congratulate two of our colleagues whose work has produced major social change victories. Both are exemplars of the tenacity and stamina it takes to make a real difference: 

Bernie Beaudreau-the Executive Director of the Rhode Island Community Food Bank recently received a national award, “The Dick Goebel Public Service Award” from America’s Second Harvest and the Food Research and Action Center at a national anti-hunger policy conference. He was recognized as a leader “makes a difference, both locally and nationally by demonstrating a commitment to both direct service and policy advocacy”.

The Childhood Lead Action Project after a four-year struggle, achieved passage of a strong Rhode Island anti-lead poisoning bill. Its provisions include stiff penalties on landlords with lead-poisoned property and requiring that all other tenants of a lead paint building be notified. Led by their dynamic executive director Roberta Hazen Aaronson, the Project stood firm and refused to compromise their principles last year in fighting for legislation that will make a difference. 

Contributions Needed!

The George Wiley Center

FALL FUNDRAISER

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 16, 2002

6:30 – 8:30 PM

Rhodes-on-the-Pawtuxet, Cranston, Rhode Island

Featuring:  Silent Auction and Musical Performances by: Shea High   

                 School Steel Drum Band, Waleed Muhammad,          

                Cheryl Albright and many others.  

Dear Friends of the Wiley Center: For a successful auction, we need your contributions of high quality “auctionable” items such as art work, antiques, use of vacation homes, collectibles, sports memorabilia, etc.  Your tax-deductible gift will help us fight poverty. Please call Bill Flynn at 728-5555.
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